Thymoma and aregenerative anemia.
Among 32 patients with thymoma treated at the Louisiana State University Medical Center, there was one patient with aregenerative anemia attributable to thymoma (an incidence of 3.3%). Despite successful surgical removal of the thymoma, there was only slight improvement of the hematologic status three years after thymectomy. The result in this patient approximates the general experience, with hematologic remission being likely in less than 20% of cases. Experience casts doubt on whether treatment with adrenocortical steroids, mediastinal irradiation, or splenectomy provides significant beneficial effects.